
Stage 1 handwriting
Stage 1 begins as soon as most children can read Set 1 sounds. We continue to 

teach children to form letters correctly. 



Stage 2 handwriting
Stage 2 begins during Year 1. Children learn the relative size of letters and to form letters that will flow easily into a

joined style. 



Stage 3 handwriting
Stage 3 follows straight on. Children learn how to join letters using two basic joins – the ‘bridge’

join and the ‘hill’ join. 
There are three variations of each join. 

We teach children that all letters are joined with the ‘hill’ or‘bridge’ join with the

exception of g, j, q, y and z: 

We modify some letters to allow them to join. For example,r, e and s.





Capital letters



Capital letters



Digits

1.Straight down. 1.Curve in the sponge.

2.Line to the bottom

of the jam.

3.Across the bottom

of the jam.

1.Curve in the sponge.

2.Curve in the jam.

1.Straight down to the

middle of the jam.

2.Across the middle of

the jam.

3.Straight down the jam.

1.Across the top sponge-

right to left.

2.Down the sponge.

3.Curve in the jam.

1.Curve round the top

sponge and into the

jam.

2.Loop round in the jam.

1.Across the top sponge-

left to right.

2.Down to the bottom of

the jam.

1.Write an s.

2.Curve back to the start.

1.Curve round and up in

the sponge.

2.Straight down.

1.Write 0 like a capital

O.
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